
The earliest planted cotton and peanut fields 
are starting to bloom and form small pods, re-
spectively. 

July 3 & 4 brought scattered showers to the 
county.  Rain ranged from 0 to 1+ inches.  The 
town of Seminole did not receive any rainfall.  
The whole county is in desperate need of a 
good soaking rainfall that lasts for several 
days.  Most dryland fields are hanging on and 
waiting for the next good rain.    
  
Due to spotty showers and varying pumping 
capacities, there are huge differences in the 
irrigated crop stages and development. Cotton 
ranges from pre-squaring to blooming.   

Some peanut fields 
are pegging and 
starting to form 
small pods, while 
other peanut fields 
have not formed 
any pegs.   
 
Weeds are still the main concern at this time.  
 
We are starting to find light populations of cot-
ton fleahoppers.  The action threshold for flea-
hoppers is 25-30 per 100 terminals along with 
a poor square set.   

   
We continue to find light populations of beet 
armyworms and boll worms in peanuts and 
non-Bt cotton.  We are also finding an occa-
sional cotton square borer.  Beneficial insects 
(including spiders, big-eyed bugs, lacewings, 
and ladybird beetles) are relatively abundant 
right now and they are keeping most insect 
pests at bay.  
 
Since a majority of the 
cotton is squaring, we 
need to keep a close eye 
out for fleahoppers, lygus, 
bollworms, and other 
square damaging pests. 
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Scentless plant bug 
(top) should not be 

confused with a 
Lygus bug 

(bottom) 

Fleahopper adult 
(top) and nymph 
(bottom) 
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Research Trial Farm 
Cotton Variety Trial Under Nematode Pressure Scott Nolen Farms 

Long Season Variety Trial Under Limited Water Cheuvront Farms 

Cotton Variety Trial Under Verticillium Wilt Pressure Froese Farms 

Cotton Production Under Drag Hose vs Sprinkler Irrigation  Shelby Elam Farms 

Cotton Variety Trial Under Dryland Production Cody Walters Farms 

Use of Seed Treatments & Vydate C-LV for the Management 
of Nematodes 

Raymond McPherson Farms 

Use of Seed Treatments, Varieties, and Vydate C-LV for the 
Management of Nematodes 

Otis Johnson Farms (Dr. Terry 
Wheeler lead researcher) 

Cotton Variety Trial Under Fusarium Wilt Pressure Cheuvront Farms (Dr. Jason 
Woodward lead researcher) 

Bayer CropScience Irrigated CAP Trial Ricky Mills Farms 

Bayer CropScience Irrigated CAP Trial Cheuvront Farms 

Bayer CropScience Irrigated GLT CAP Trial Chuck Rowland Farms 

Monsanto Irrigated FACT Trial Tim Neufeld Farms 

Monsanto Irrigated FACT Trial Marcus Crow Farms 

Phytogen Innovation Trial  Froese Farms 

Peanut Pod Rot Research Otis Johnson Farms (Dr. Terry 
Wheeler & Dr. Jason Woodward 
lead researcher) 

I would like to thank the Gaines County TPMA/IPM Steering Committee for their help in deter-
mining our local priorities and developing the following research trials.  
 
I also would like to thank the following producers for planting the 2012 Gaines County IPM Pro-
gram Research Trials.   

Above is a picture of the drag hose vs sprinkler irrigation demonstration trial.  Due to the exces-
sive heat, lack of rainfall, lower pumping capacities, and windy days, the Gaines County IPM 
Steering Committee felt that drag hoses should be looked at as an option for more efficient water 
management.  



  

Page 3 Gaines County IPM Newsletter 

Educational programs conducted by Texas AgriLife Extension serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, 
sex, religion, handicap or national origin.  The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  References to commercial 
products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas AgriLife Extension is 

The Texas A&M System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 

Gaines County IPM Blog 
http://agrilife.org/gainesipm/ 

 
Gaines County Website 
http://gaines.agrilife.org/  

Phone: 432-788-0800 
mganderson@ag.tamu.edu 

Manda Anderson 
101 S. Main Rm 111 

Seminole, TX  79360 

Special Thanks to the 2012 Gaines County TPMA Scouting Program Sponsors   

Platinum   
Carter & Co. Irrigation, Inc. Oasis Gin, Inc. 

Ocho Gin Company 

Gold   

West Texas AgriPlex  

Silver  

Ag AERO ADM/Golden Peanut Company 
Baucum Insurance Agency Crop Plus Insurance Agency 

Bronze   

Lynn and Leca Addison Keith and Carol Addison 
Anderson Welding, Pump & Machine 

Service, Inc. 
Birdsong Peanuts 

Moore-Haralson Agency, P.C. Ten Hi Gin, Inc. 

Sponsors  

L.D. Cope Farms McKinzie Insurance Agency 

Doyle Fincher 

Five Points Gin, Inc. Gaines County Farm Bureau 

TriCounty Producers Co-op 

Valley Irrigation & Pump Service, Inc. 

A majority of the cotton fields will likely not 
need a Plant Growth Regulator (PGR) applica-
tion this year.  However, there are a few cotton 
fields that have above normal pumping ca-
pacities and they are starting to show signs of 
excessive growth (long internodes).  
 
The internode (the portion of stem between the 
nodes) is very sensitive to environmental and 
plant conditions, making the length of the 
internodes a reliable indicator of plant growth.  
A long internode indicates favorable conditions 
and the potential for excessive growth.  A 
short internode shows that the plant was 
stressed when the internode was developing.   
 
Plant growth regulators (PGR) are used to limit 
vegetative growth and produce a more com-
pact plant.  Since PGRs reduces plant growth, 
do not apply it if the plants are already under 
stress.   
 
Determining whether or not a field needs a 
PGR application is difficult.  There are several 

Plant Growth Regulators 
factors that need to be taken into considera-
tion.  First, is there excessive growth present 
and is this a variety that has high growth po-
tential (visit with your seed company represen-
tative to determine which varieties should be 
watched closely for PGR needs)?  Second, ap-
plications should begin when 50% of the plants 
have one or more matchhead squares (see spe-
cific product label for more information).  
Third, it is best to get a handle on excessive 
growth potential early if conditions favor exces-
sive growth.  Fourth, will the conditions for ex-
cessive plant growth be present for an ex-
tended period of time, or will mother nature 
apply a natural PGR (high temperatures and 
no rainfall)?  July and August have been 
known to be pretty brutal on the High Plains.   
 
In 2008 & 209 we conducted Plant Growth 
Regulator (PGR) trials in Gaines County. Nei-
ther of these trials showed an increased yield 
with the use of PGRs, however, one of them 
should a difference in plant height (the results 
from these trials can be viewed at http://
gaines.agrilife.org/publications/cotton/ ).    




